
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
FROM: DGA Executive Director Meghan Meehan-Draper 
TO: Interested Parties 
RE: New Polling Finds GOP’s Medicaid Cuts Are Deeply Unpopular and Big Vulnerability for 
GOP in VA and NJ Gov Races 
 
Following President Trump signing his tax and spending bill, the DGA commissioned new 
polling in Virginia and New Jersey that finds the law’s new Medicaid and SNAP cuts are deeply 
unpopular with voters.  
​
The polling also finds that this will be a major vulnerability for Virginia GOP nominee 
Winsome Earle-Sears and New Jersey GOP nominee Jack Ciattarelli, who have strongly 
supported the bill and struggled to defend its deep cuts to Medicaid that could strip health care 
away from over 320,000 Virginians and 350,000 New Jerseyans. 
 

●​ Earle-Sears has tied herself directly to this bill, bragging about how it will do “so many 
great things.” Since then Earle-Sears has made her own problems worse by dismissing 
concerns about Medicaid cuts by responding, “So I would say to Virginia, don’t panic.” 
 

●​ Ciattarelli has also championed the bill, saying “shame on any Republican across the 
country that doesn't support this.” He even claimed the bill’s Medicaid cuts aren't “a New 
Jersey issue.” 

 
Key findings from the new polling, conducted between July 9-10, include: 
 

●​ In Virginia, 55 percent of voters said they have “serious concerns” about Winsome 
Earle-Sears’ support for Trump’s “Big Beautiful Bill.” 53 percent of voters said they would 
“prefer a governor who opposes the law” vs. just 37 percent of voters who “prefer a 
governor who supports the bill.” Additionally, 53 percent of voters said the bill would 
make life worse vs. just 29 percent who said it would make life better.  
 

●​ In New Jersey, 59 percent of respondents said they have “serious concerns” about Jack 
Ciatterelli’s support for Trump’s “Big Beautiful Bill.” 53 percent of voters said they would 
“prefer a governor who opposes the law” vs. just 39 percent of voters who “prefer a 
governor who supports the bill.” Additionally, 48 percent of voters said the bill would 
make life worse vs. just 28 percent who said it would make life better.  

 
●​ In both states, over 60 percent of voters shared concerns (61 percent in NJ and 67 

percent in VA) that the budget bill is “harmful because it cuts Medicaid and SNAP to pay 
for tax cuts for the rich, while adding to the deficit.”   
 

 

https://democraticgovernors.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Virginia-PPP-Memo-July-2025.pdf
https://democraticgovernors.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/New-Jersey-PPP-Memo-July-2025.pdf
https://virginiaindependentnews.com/elections/winsome-earle-sears-trump-medicaid-cuts-dont-panic/
https://democraticgovernors.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0a77214c2a313d4071eedc22&id=1e13972bc9&e=fb5251a75c
https://democraticgovernors.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0a77214c2a313d4071eedc22&id=1e13972bc9&e=fb5251a75c


 

●​ The majority of respondents in both states said their top concern about the bill was that it 
would take health care away from seniors, families and kids who need to be covered. 
 

While Republicans will be forced to own these unpopular and harmful health care cuts, 
Democrats are running on affordability and improving lives for working families. Abigail 
Spanberger and Mikie Sherrill are not only standing up to these harmful cuts, they are also 
outlining their own positive vision to lift up families and putting forward real plans to lower costs.  
 

●​ In Virginia, Spanberger has traveled the state – including a bus tour with over 40 stops – 
to discuss her plans to lower housing, health care, and energy costs.​
 

●​ In New Jersey, Sherrill is running on her Affordability Agenda to lower housing, energy, 
health care, taxes, child care, and grocery costs.​
 

●​ Focusing on real plans to lower costs for Americans is how Democratic governors have 
earned the trust of voters across party lines and won tough races, including in states 
Trump won in 2024 like North Carolina, Kentucky, Kansas, Michigan, Arizona, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.  

 
The DGA has the winning record to hold Republicans accountable and secure victories in 
governor’s races across the map. As Republican candidates face backlash for backing 
Donald Trump’s cuts to Medicaid, the DGA and its allied entities are aggressively going on 
offense to make history by flipping Virginia and holding New Jersey this year.  
 
In June, the DGA announced an initial $5 million to support Abigail Spanberger’s campaign, 
who would be the first woman elected governor of Virginia. And last week, a DGA-backed group 
reserved $20 million in TV, digital and stream ads in support of Mikie Sherrill in New Jersey, 
where it’s been over 50 years since Democrats have won three gubernatorial races in a row.  
​
Winning these races in 2025 will also help build momentum heading into the 36 races for 
governor in 2026, where several GOP members of Congress who voted for Trump’s Medicaid 
and SNAP cuts are seeking or preparing to run for their state’s Republican nomination for 
governor. 
 
BOTTOM LINE: The races for governor in Virginia and New Jersey in November will be voters' 
first opportunity to reject Trump's harmful budget bill – and the GOP nominees will not be able to 
run from their record of supporting these deeply unpopular Medicaid cuts.  
 

###​
 

​
​
 

https://abigailspanberger.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/SPANBERGER-housing-plan_L7-1.pdf
https://abigailspanberger.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Spanberger_HealthcareAffordabilityPlan_L8.pdf?utm_source=Spanberger+for+Governor+Press+List&utm_campaign=e0d4dd8bdd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_06_08_10_26&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-e0d4dd8bdd-506626301
https://abigailspanberger.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Spanberger_EnergyAffordabilityPlan_L4.pdf?utm_source=Spanberger+for+Governor+Press+List&utm_campaign=6a5da0a872-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_06_09_10_58&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-6a5da0a872-506626301
https://campaign.designedtorun.com/api/pdf?filepath=05fcbbdf-a115-4bfe-91f4-200835f30713%2FAff_Agenda_Website_Version-c3e1.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/JoshSteinNC/videos/ready-set-save/1516542228950589/
https://www.lex18.com/news/decision-2023/democratic-gov-beshear-touts-economic-gains-as-theme-in-reelection-bid-in-gop-trending-kentucky
https://www.facebook.com/KSHB41/videos/live-axe-the-food-tax-bill-signing/832808131012659/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/gretchen-whitmer-balances-economics-issues-abortion-michigan-reelection/story?id=91638816
https://x.com/katiehobbs/status/1574818756416614401
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2022/03/18/pittsburgh-stop-josh-shapiro-says-get-money-pennsylvania-citizens-pockets-elected-governor/stories/202203180124?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1647624306
https://x.com/GovEvers/status/1563209623842484226
https://democraticgovernors.org/updates/dga-announces-initial-5-million-investment-in-the-virginia-governors-race/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/democrats-pour-millions-new-jersey-governors-race-rcna217664
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/05/23/gop-backed-medicaid-cuts-could-affect-more-than-house-races-next-year/

